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WELCOME TO FOXHILL NURSERY 

Dear parents/carers, 

We are delighted that you and your child have decided to join us in September. 

I hope this booklet will help you to settle your child in Nursery, and go some way towards 

answering some of your questions and make you feel welcome. 

 If you have any questions, please ask! It is really helpful to talk about starting Nursery 

with your child so that he/she knows what to expect.  

 

 

SETTLING 

Settling into nursery is an important time for young children and their families. For some 

children this will be the first time they may have been left with another person and often 

the first time they have been left in a larger environment.  

At Foxhill Nursery we aim to make this process as smooth as possible. All children and 

families are unique and as such their individual needs are taken into account throughout 

the settling in process.                                

The school day starts at 8.55am.  

We would encourage parents to leave their child at the school gate if possible, or as soon 

as possible after that. It does help your child to settle more quickly. 

We find that by working with you as parents/carers we can provide the best possible start 



for your child’s entry into nursery, laying firm foundations for the future. 

 

 

 

OUR SESSION TIME                     

8.55 am – 11.55 am 

 

It is important to arrive and collect on time but if you will be unavoidably late picking up – 

please telephone so that we can explain this to your child.  

OUR DAILY ROUTINE 

Children and Parents are asked to wait outside the Nursery and Reception fenced play 

area until a member of staff opens the gate and welcomes them in. The children’s first 

task is to ‘register themselves’ by placing their name pebble into the basket and find their 

named coat hook to hang up their belongings. They quickly learn how to do this! Each child 

will also have a named drawer to keep their book bag in. This is the place to keep 

cardigans/jumpers and any pictures to take home.  

There will also be a formal register taken and then children will have a short carpet time 

and discuss the days/weeks activities. 

Children are then able to choose where they would like to play and the outdoor area is 

available for the children to use. It is used all the year round, even when raining. 

Each area of the Nursery is supervised by a member of staff. Children are free to move 

throughout the Nursery and take part in a variety of activities. During the session each 

child has access to a drink and a snack which comprises water, milk and fruit or veg. This is 

initially a quiet time where fruit is shared and information exchanged as a whole class.  

 

 

 



Everyone helps to tidy up towards the end of the session. Children are encouraged to tidy 

the area they have been working in. The session finishes with carpet time and then Fox 

club staff will arrive to take those children attending wraparound care. 

At the end of the session Parents/Carers are asked to wait outside the Nursery until 

staff opens the door. The children remain seated on the carpet until they are collected. 

 

 

HOW WE LEARN IN NURSERY 

 

Our children learn through ‘play’. They are encouraged to join in all the activities and 

quickly learn to be independent and to make choices.  

We offer a rich, varied curriculum in a safe and inviting environment. We allow children to 

develop at their own pace and with encouragement and opportunity, they reach their full 

potential. Children learn best when they are happy, safe and secure. The staff are there 

to guide and teach and will get to know you and your child well during your time here.  

 

Our environment is planned to ensure children have the opportunity to extend and develop 

their thinking and learning across all areas of the curriculum. Although the resources in 

each area tend to reflect a particular curricular area, they are planned together enabling 

children to consolidate and apply their learning in a way that makes sense to them. Each 

area is set up with a theme in mind and specific learning experiences that are appropriate 

to the needs of the children.  

 

 

 

 

Our environment consists of several areas. Each area offers a different variety of 

learning experiences for our children and skills such as mark making, run across all areas.  



 

Drawing and writing area 

Book corner and listening area 

Puzzles and fine motor skill activities 

Small world play 

Maths area 

Exploring and Investigating Area 

Sand and Water 

Creative Area for painting 

Make it table for modelling and creative activities 

Finger Play (Playdough) 

Large construction (wooden blocks) 

Role Play (Home corner and theme related play/dressing up) 

Interactive whiteboard, laptops and Ipads are available throughout the nursery 

environment.  Our provision for outdoors consists of ‘The Den’, the soft play area outside 

the foundation classrooms and the wooded area which has the ‘Adventure playground’ and a 

more natural environment to explore. There are opportunities to access and enjoy all areas 

of the curriculum including physical play on bikes, scooters, balance boards etc. and in our 

large sand pit. 

Activities are planned and children can lead their own learning using their senses and 

imagination.  

 

 

MESSY PLAY 

Children learn and develop through play, but especially through unstructured, exploratory 

play.  Messy play focuses on exploring and experimenting with different materials without 



any end goal such as to build or make something. This allows young children to make their 

own discoveries using their senses, curiosity and knowledge. 

Because messy and sensory play is all about exploring, there’s no right or wrong. This 

means that any child can participate, whatever their ability, and benefit from it. It’s also a 

very sociable activity, but one that doesn’t rely on words. Children can play together and 

share their discoveries without needing to explain things verbally. However, it can also be 

a way of encouraging speech, for example by describing sensations, textures etc., and 

helping your child build their vocabulary. 

Messy play is also fun and we encourage this. We provide aprons for indoors and outdoors 

and they are readily available for all children. There are times when your child will come 

home muddy after making cakes in the mud kitchen or from climbing in the wooded area, 

which just proves how much fun they had! With this in mind, please do not send children to 

school with expensive coats. If you prefer you could send an old coat to keep in school all 

the time for outdoor play. Your child will need a pair of wellies to keep at school for those 

times when weather is wet, muddy or snowy.  

 

 

We look forward to welcoming you in September.  

Thankyou 

Mrs Busby 

                                            

 


